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Updates 

 

Fatal Crash Investigation *ARREST – On June 21, investigators with the Crash 

Investigation Unit obtained charges against the driver of the 2002 Honda Civic involved in 

the fatal collision that occurred in the area of the Prince William Pkwy and University Blvd 

in Manassas (20110) on April 4. The crash killed a 13-year-old male juvenile and injured 

three other occupants in the vehicle including a 35-year-old woman, a 16-year-old male 

juvenile, and a 9-year-old boy. The 34-year-old male driver of the other vehicle involved, a 

2003 Ford F-250, was also treated for minor injuries. The investigation revealed that the 

accused struck a separate vehicle, a 2017 Volkswagen Jetta, in the area of Sudley Rd and 

Portsmouth Rd in Manassas before fleeing the scene. The other driver involved in that collision, identified 

as a 37-year-old woman, followed the accused to the area of the Prince William Pkwy were the fatal crash 

occurred. No injuries and minor damage were reported in the initial crash. Following the investigation, the 

accused, identified as Edward Yojan AGUIRRE BENITEZ, was charged.  

Charged on June 21: [No Photo Available] 

Edward Yojan AGUIRRE BENITEZ, 34, of 12560 Erroll Ln in Bristow 

Charged with reckless driving, hit & run, and no operator’s license 

Court Date: September 20, 2021 | Status: Released on Summons 

 

Identified: 

The deceased occupant in the 2002 Honda Civic was identified as a 13-year-old male juvenile of 

Bristow 

 

*Please see the next page for information previously released in this investigation.  

 

-more- 

 

  

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter8/section46.2-852/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter8/section46.2-894
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter8/section46.2-300
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*Continuation from the investigative update on the previous page.  

 

Fatal Crash Investigation [Previously Released] – On April 4 at 5:11PM, investigators with the Crash 

Investigation Unit responded to the area of the Prince William Pkwy and University Blvd in Manassas (20110) 

to investigate a crash. The investigation revealed that the driver of 2002 Honda Civic was traveling 

westbound on University Blvd and attempted to make a left onto the Prince William Pkwy against a red 

traffic signal. The vehicle entered the intersection and collided with a 2003 Ford F-250 that was traveling 

southbound on the Prince William Pkwy proceeding through the intersection. The collision impacted the 

rear passenger compartment of the Civic. Two adults were seated in the front of the Civic while three 

juveniles were seated in the backseat. One of the occupants, identified as 13-year-old male juvenile, was 

pinned inside the vehicle, and extracted by an off-duty police officer and a responding officer. The officers 

performed CPR on the juvenile prior to Fire & Rescue personnel arriving at the location. All five occupants 

of the Civic were transported to area hospitals where the 13-year-old died as a result of his injuries from the 

crash. The deceased and another occupant in the Civic, identified as a 16-year-old male juvenile, were not 

wearing a seatbelt at the time of the collision. As a result of the force from the collision, the 16-year-old was 

ejected from the vehicle and sustained serious, life-threatening injuries. The third juvenile occupant, a 9-

year-old boy, also sustained serious injuries. The two adult occupants in the Civic and the driver of the driver 

of the F-250 were treated at an area hospital for minor injuries. Due to a 2017 law change, the identity of 

the deceased juvenile is not being released. Speed does appear to be a contributing factor in the collision. 

Additional information about the crash will be released when it becomes available. The investigation 

continues.  

 

-more- 

 

  

mailto:email@pwcgov.org
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Abduction | Domestic Related *ARREST – On June 16, the suspect sought in connection 

to the domestic abduction that was reported to have occurred in the 1500 block of Tyler 

Cl. in Woodbridge (22191) on February 6, was arrested. The suspect, Melvin Romell SALES, 

was located by members of the Alexandria Police Department and taken into custody.  

 Arrested on June 16:  

 Melvin Romell SALES, 32, of 375 Reynolds St. in Alexandria  

 Charged with abduction, domestic assault & battery, and petit larceny 

 Court Date: Pending | Status: Incarcerated 

 

Abduction | Domestic Related [Previously Released] – On February 14 at 2:49PM, officers 

responded to investigate a domestic that was reported to have occurred at the Woodbridge Forest 

Apartments located in the 1500 block of Tyler Cl. in Woodbridge (22191) on  the evening of February 

6. The victim, a 27-year-old woman, reported to police that she and an acquaintance, identified as 

the accused, were involved in a verbal altercation that escalated physically. During the encounter, 

the accused grabbed the victim as she attempted to leave the apartment and pushed her into the 

bedroom. The accused then prevented the victim from leaving the apartment and took her phone. 

On the morning of February 8, the victim was able to leave the apartment and went to a friends 

residence. The victim eventually contacted the police prompting the investigation. No injuries were 

reported. Following the investigation, on February 14, officers obtained arrest warrants for the 

accused, identified as Melvin Romell SALES. Attempts to locate the accused have been unsuccessful.  

 

-more- 

 

  

mailto:email@pwcgov.org
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title18.2/chapter4/section18.2-47
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title18.2/chapter4/section18.2-57.2
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title18.2/chapter5/section18.2-96/
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Phone Threats – On June 22 at 11:50AM, officers responded to investigate a threatening message that was 

reported to have occurred at the Jewish Temple of Congregation Ner Shalom located at 14010 Spriggs Rd. 

in Woodbridge (22193) earlier that morning. The investigation revealed that a message was left on the 

temple’s voicemail including inappropriate language and threats of violence. At this time, the threat appears 

to be isolated to this place of worship. The investigation continues. 

 

-end- 

 

Anyone with information regarding the incidents listed in this report is asked to contact the  

Prince William County Police Department tipline at 703.792.7000 or submit a webtip to: 

pwcva.gov/policetip. 

 

mailto:email@pwcgov.org
https://www.pwcva.gov/policetip

